["Not unaffected by northern winds"? Swiss psychiatry and eugenics in the period between world warms].
On the basis of the publications and meeting reports of the Swiss Society of Psychiatry this essay examines the relationship of Swiss psychiatry and eugenics during the time between the wars. In a democratic country Swiss psychiatry, on the one hand held a leading position in the justification of eugenic measures, on the other hand a majority of Swiss psychiatrists refused coercive measures, and in World War II disassociated from the racialist eugenics and healthpolicy that were established in NS-Germany. Thus, in difference to NS-Germany the practice of eugenic sterilizations in Switzerland wasn't regulated by any specific national law.